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offer. I parted with him once against my inclination,
and I will never part with him again, so long as he is
willing to servo mo."

The king may well have felt the perilous situation
from which "Walpolo's capacity had rescued him.   The
discovery of the plot for which Attorbury was exiled
(1722), revealed how high Jacobite hopes had risen
during the recent confusion.    In the excitement some
measures wore taken with Walpolo's approval, which it is
hard to justify,    The bill of pains and penalties against
Attorbury himself was a dangerous invasion of the
security and sanctity of legal guarantees, and it is satis-
factory to think that it is the last instance of its kind.
Walpole appeared as a witness in the course of the
proceedings 3 the bishop used all his skill to perplex his
opponent j but, says Speaker Onslow, ho was too hard
for the bishop at every turn, " although a greater trial
of skill this way scarce ever happened between two such
combatants." l   Still more alien, not only to the temper
of to-day, but even to the better mind of that age, as
Onflow's censures prove, was the imposition of a tax of
100,0001,  on Roman  Catholics as a composition for
recusancy, and it was presently extended even to non-
jurors,    "The whole nation almost, men, women, and
children capable of taking an oath, flocked to the places
where the quarter sessions were holder), ... It was a
strange as well as a ridiculous flight to see people crowd-
ing to give a testimony of their allegiance to a govern-
ment, and cursing them at the same time for giving them
the trouble of so doing and for the fright they were put
into by it; and I am satisfied more real disaffection to
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